PHIL 251, Introduction to Philosophy —Varner & Aylsworth — Spring 2010
9:35-10:50 TR in Peterson 113

Staff: Gary Varner Associate Professor of Philosophy
Office: 309D Bolton Office hours: 12:00-2:00 Thursdays & by appointment
Phone: 845-8499 Email: gary@philosophy.tamu.edu
http://phil osophy.tamu.edu/~gary/

Tim Aylsworth Graduate Assistant Teaching
Office: 303 Bolton  Office hours: 11:00-12:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays, & by appointment
Phone: 845-7780 Email: t-ayl sworth@phil osophy.tamu.edu

http://phil osophy.tamu.edu/Peopl e/ Grads/ Ayl sworth/index.html

Catalog cour se description: Perennia problems of philosophy such as the existence of God, the mind/body
relationship, the limits of knowledge, the foundations of moral judgment, man and the state. Prerequisite: None.

General description of this section of the course: Thisinstallment of PHIL 251 will focus on philosophy of
religion, philosophy of mind, and ethical theory. We will begin with an overview of the main traditional
arguments for (and against) the existence of God. A fairly detailed treatment of these arguments will serve to
provide students with a general overview of philosophical argumentation. We will then spend a shorter time on
philosophy of mind, studying the main theories about the mind/body relationship. Finally, under ethical theory
we will briefly study the divine command theory and ethical relativism, then spend a bit more time on
utilitarianism, rights, and Kantian ethics, and (time permitting) a contemporary synthesis of Kantian and
utilitarian ethics.

Required texts: All assigned readings will be available for free download viathe course web site. Following is
atentative list of the main readings we will study:

1. Ansem’sstatement of the ontological argument in his Proslogium (1077-78).

2. William Rowe's “ The Ontological Argument,” from Joel Feinberg, ed., Reason and Responsibility, tenth

edition (Wadsworth 1999), pp. 8-18.

Thomas Aquinas's “The Five Ways,” from his Summa Theol ogica (~1270).

William Rowe' s “ The Cosmological Argument,” from his Philosophy of Religion (Wadsworth, 1978), pp.

16-30.

5.  Excerptsfrom William Paley’ s Natural Theology (1802).

6. JL.Mackie's”Evil and Omnipotence,” from Mind: A Quarterly Review of Psychology and Philosophy 64
(1955): pp. 200-212.

7. Daniel Dennett, “Where Am 1?7’ from his 1978 book Brainstorms.

8. John Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs,” Behavioral and Brain Sciences 3 (1980), pp. 417ff.

9. William Lycan, “Appendix: Machine Consciousness,” from his 1987 book Consciousness.

10. Paul Churchland’ s entry on “Mind” from Collier's Encyclopedia (1996 edition), volume 16, pp. 274-279.

11. James Rachels “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism,” from his The Elements of Moral Philosophy,
second edition (McGraw-Hill, 1993), pp. 15-29.

12. John Stuart Mill’s “What Utilitarianism IS’ from his Utilitarianism (1861).

13. Excerpts from Immanuel Kant’s Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (1785) as trandlated by H.J.
Paton (1946).

14. Gary Varner, “Utilitarianism and the Evolution of Ecological Ethics,” Science and Engineering Ethics 14
(2008), pp. 551-73.
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Additional readings may be added or substituted in over the course of the semester, and the timing of the
readings will be determined as we go along, so to keep up on the readings you have to attend class in order to
know what’ s coming next and when.

The course web siteis here: http://philosophy.tamu.edu/~gary/PHIL251. To access many of the materials you
will need to enter the following ID and password that you'll be given in class:

ID = password =

Also on the course web site will be lists of questions for students to answer while doing the assigned readings,
copies of handouts used in the course, and links to two on-line encyclopedias of philosophy, to various parts of
the TAMU Student Rules, etc.

Overview of courserequirements:. Letter grades recorded for the course will be based on aweighted average
of the following components.

Component Weight Combined average  Letter grade
First midterm exam 33.3% => 90% A
Second midterm exam 33.3% => 80% & < 90% B
Final exam 33.4% =>70% & < 80% C
=>60% & < 70% D
< 60% F
Extra credit quizzes up to 5% bonus on combined average

Details on the exams. These will be part multiple choice, part essay. The second midterm exam will include
guestions on some of the material covered by the first exam and the final will be comprehensive. The first
midterm exam will be given on or around Thursday, February 25. The second midterm exam will be given on or
around Tuesday, April 6 The specific dates of the two midterms will be announced at least one week in advance.
The final exam will be Friday, May 7, from 12:30 to 2:30.

Multiple choice portion: Students are responsible for bringing the correct Scantron form (the 8.5x11"
grey ones with no space for an essay and “Form No. 0-101607-TAMU?” inscribed aong the left margin)
and a#2 pencil to the exams.

Essay portion: Essays will be assigned letter grades with the following assumed percentage val ues.

A+ = 100% B+ = 87.5% C+ = 7715% D+ = 67.5%
A = 95% B = 8% C =7% D = 65%
A- = 92.5% B- = 825% C- = 725% D- = 62.5%
AB = 90% BC = 80% CD = 70% DF = 60%

F varies, 0% to 59%
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Below is ageneral description of what we think about as we assign letter grades to written work.

1

2.

We aways assume that an essay is a midrange B (85%) “until proven otherwise.”

For an essay to move up from amidrange B, it must be adequate overall and outstanding in one or
more respects.

(A) To be “adequate overall” it must do everything the directions asked for, and without making
any significant mistakes.

(B) Different essays are outstanding in different respects. Sometimes an author does a particularly
good job explaining the material we have studied, doing so in a succinct, but thorough and
precise way. Other times an essay does an outstandingly good job on the critical or evaluative
portion of the assignment, for instance by coming up with an origina and insightful criticism
of an argument we have studied, or by coming up with an original and insightful way of
responding to an objection to an argument.

For an essay to move down from midrange B, it must either be incomplete or get something wrong.

(A) Anessay isincompleteif it failsto do everything the instructions required (either explicitly, as
in “describe two of the objections that Mill responds to in chapter two”; or implicitly, aswhen
astudent fails to consider an objection to the position he or she is adopting when that
objection was discussed in class).

(B) Different essays get things wrong to different degrees. Sometimes an author just doesn’t write
clearly. For example, “A reductio ad absurdum argument makes a false assumption” is an
imprecise and misleading way of expressing the thought that “In areductio ad absurdum
argument, one assumes the denial of what one intendsto prove.” Other times they say
something that isjust plain false. For example: “ The ontological argument is an example of an
a posteriori argument.”

Sometimes an essay isincomplete in some way or gets something wrong, but it is aso outstanding
in some way. In such cases ajudgment call must be made.

(A) Sometimes, in our judgment, the outstanding aspects of an essay make up for, or more than
make up for its inadequacies, and we give the essay aB or even an A.

(B) Sometimes we decide that the inadequaci es outwei gh the outstanding elements and the essay
getsaC.

For an essay to warrant aD, it must be substantially wrong in multiple respects, and aD essay is
almost never outstanding in any respect.

For an essay to warrant an F, it must either be radically incomplete, substantially wrongin a
majority of respects, or otherwise give the impression that the student did not take the assignment
serioudly.



PHIL 251, Introduction to Philosophy — Fall 2009 Page 4

Filename: C:\Documents and Settings\gary\Desktop\My Dropbox\CLASSES - PHI L 251-2010a-I ntro\Syllabus-2010a.wpd

Details on extra credit and quizzes. An indeterminate number of times during the semester, quizzes will be
given during class. These quizzes may or may not be announced ahead of time. A tally of each student’s
percentage of correct answers on these quizzes will be kept and at the end of the semester, students course
averages will be raised between 0% and 5% based on their quiz averages as displayed in the chart below. If and
only if astudent informs us in advance of auniversity excused absence on agiven date, any extra credit quiz
given on that date will not be included when determining the student's average score on the quizzes. As
provided in asection 7.3 of the TAMU Student Rules, documentation of the excused absence may be provided
later, but we must receive notification of the excused absence in advance of the class in question.

Average score on quizzes Resulting increase in course average
=> 90% + 5%
=> 80% & < 90% + 4%
=>70% & < 80% + 3%
=>60% & < 70% + 2%
=>50% & < 60% + 1%
< 50% + 0%

These quizzes will be the only form of extra credit available in the course.

Other policies:

Excused absences and makeups. Makeups will be allowed only for assignments missed due to
excused absences and these will be handled in accordance with part |, section 7 of the TAMU Student
Rules. Students are advised to be aware of their responsibility for reporting excused absences pursuant to
that section of the rules, which states (in section 7.3) that “ Students may be excused from attending class
on the day of a graded activity or when attendance contributes to a student’ s grade, for the reasons stated
in Section 7.1, or other reason deemed appropriate by the student’ s instructor. To be excused the student
must notify hisor her instructor in writing (acknowledged e-mail message is acceptable) prior to the date
of absence if such notification isfeasible. In cases where advance notification is not feasible (e.g. accident,
or emergency) the student must provide notification by the end of the second working day after the
absence. This notification should include an explanation of why notice could not be sent prior to the
class.”

Extracredit. Aside from the series of quizzes described above, no extra credit assignments will be
allowed, but we may, in individual cases, consider factors such asimprovement and extenuating
circumstances.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) policy statement. The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) isafederal antidiscrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for
persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that al students with disabilities be
guaranteed alearning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you
believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Department of Student Life,
Services for Students with Disabilitiesin Room B118 of Cain Hall, on the internet at
http://disability.tamu.edu/, or by telephone at (979) 845-1637.

Academic Integrity Statement. The Aggie Honor Code states that “An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or
steal or tolerate those who do.” Effective September 1, 2004, Texas A&M University has an Honor Code
that defines campus policy on academic misconduct. The Aggie Honor System
(http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu/) is charged with the enforcement of this Code. Students are advised to
familiarize themselves with definitions of “academic misconduct” and procedures for handling it under
Rule #20 of the TAMU Student Rules: http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule20. Ignorance of these definitions
and procedures does not exclude a student from prosecution under the system.
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