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ABSTRACT
The beginnings of philosophy were intimately connected with an interest in the stars. From
Thales and Pythagoras, through Plato and Aristotle, the stars were sources of fascination
and inspiration, both idea and image. Eventually, it is a star that becomes the very image of
the good for Plato. One of the highpoints of this fascination with the stars comes in Kant's
celebrated remark that "two things fill the mind with wonder: the starry sky above and the
moral law within." In that remark, Kant echoes in his own way a sort of kinship of the image
of the starry sky and the moral law.
This philosophical affectation for the stars seems to have disappeared today. Curiously,
this happens precisely at a moment in history when our capacity to see the starry sky has
extended beyond anything even imagined before. The purpose of this paper is to look briefly
at the import of the early concern with the stars in philosophy and then to ask what it
might mean if we were to once again take thinking about the stars seriously today.
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